bort of:  Neighbourhood Renewal Business Manager

Executive Board
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%Le of Report : Response to Community Scrutiny recommendation on Local

Summary and Recommendations

-pose of report: To respond to Community Scrutiny’s recommendation:
o ask that the Executive Board support the work ongoing, including the

requests for help from the Homelessness Directorate, with the issues of rough

sleepers; and to further request that consideration be given by the Executive
Board to the possible introduction of a “local connections” policy as a last
resort”

é/ decision: No
[=Ttfolio Holder: Councillor Ed Turner
utiny Responsibility: Community Scrutiny and Housing Scrutiny

rd(s) affected: All

=port Approved by:

my King - Legal and Democratic Services
Andy Collett - Finance and Asset Management
Councillor Patrick Murray
Michael Lawrence - Strategic Director

cy Framework:

elessness Strategy

Eommendation(s):

0 note the comments of Community Scrutiny

2. The Street Homeless Co-ordinator will meet with the ODPM’s Specialist
Advisor for the South East in May 2006 to discuss the City’s ability to sustain
its rough sleeping numbers, whilst working within OPDM policy and in
partnership with key stakeholders such as Supporting People and the
voluntary sector.
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Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

emace
Name the officers who have approved the report prior to publication.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.


Background

1. Over the last year (April 05 — March 06) the numbers of rough sleepers in
Oxford has risen. The average count over the last 12 month has been 11; 3
over our ODPM target of 8.

2. One of the reasons for this increase in numbers is due to new arrivals in
Oxford, from out of area, with these numbers far outweighing the numbers of
resettlements.

3. Oxford has a myriad of quality services that are relied upon by other
districts, neighbouring boroughs and in fact, many areas around the country.
With no local connection policy in place, all are able to access services in
Oxford.

4. In August 2005, Terrie Alafat, Director of the Homelessness and Housing
Support Directorate at the ODPM issued a letter containing a policy briefing
on the application of stringent local connection policies:-

5. “We are now however, faced with increasing concern from across the
sector that the application of stringent local connections policies are denying
vulnerable people access to services. Concerns expressed to us include that
these policies will lead to a rise in rough sleeping and that a mobile client
group will be encouraged to become more so. Such policies are clearly
contrary to the spirit of our strategy for tackling homelessness "Sustainable
Communities: settled homes; changing lives” | am sure you will agree that
further disenfranchising vulnerable and mobile client groups does not meet
our shared interests nor meet need.”

6. It is clear from this letter that the ODPM stresses that services should meet
this vulnerable client group’s needs and policies should not be developed that
marginalise those who are already at risk and disenfranchised from receiving

the help and support that they need.

7. The development of a local connections policy could only be done in
partnership with Supporting People, other statutory agencies and the
voluntary sector.
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x
Use sequentially numbered paragraphs. By using sequentially numbered paragraphs it enables those attending the meeting to refer to particular parts of the report with ease.             Use headings if you think it helps but don’t number them.
Express in plain English.  Avoid acronyms or jargon.      

Suggested content:          
Introduction/background     
Body of report – should consider all options and lead to expressed conclusions which in turn inform clear recommendations.    
Consider the wider impact of proposals, e.g. on sustainability or health. Summarise consultation carried out with any persons or organisation e.g. scrutiny or Area Committees, Parish Councils, community groups or statutory agencies.                         
                                               
Conclusions   
Recommendations               

‘Body of report’ heading should be overwritten, and NOT left in the report.


x
Name, telephone number and email

x
These are any documents relied upon or drawn from in writing the report. If that document is already in the public domain (e.g. legislation, government guidance or a previously published committee report) they do not need to be listed here. Say if there are no background papers.



